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tian nation wanted their country. The fact may be startling, but it is true, that in the case of Foreman vs. The State of Tennessee, in 8 Yerger, Chief Justice Catron delivered an elaborate and learned opinion, holding this was the law.
The defendant was indicted in the Circuit Court of Mc-Minn County for the murder of John Walker. He pleaded that he was a native Cherokee Indian; that John Walker, for whose murder he was indicted, was also a native Cherokee, and that the offense charged, if committed at all, was committed beyond the rightful jurisdiction of Tennessee and within the Cherokee Nation, and that the Act of the Legislature of Tennessee, extending the jurisdiction of the State over the country now in the occupancy of the Chero-kees was unconstitutional and void.
This plea was demurred to.
George S. Yerger was Attorney General, and prosecuted the case in connection with John Crozier. The Cherokee Nation employed Spencer Jarnegan to defend Foreman. The Supreme Court sustained the demurrer, and ordered Foreman to be tried for murder. He appealed to the Supreme Court of the United States, but died before the case was tried.
Shortly before this case was decided, the case of Worcester vs. The State of Georgia had got into the Supreme Court and had been decided in favor of the Indians. The State of Georgia had (as Tennessee did) assumed jurisdiction over the Cherokee Indians in that State, who (as in Tennessee) had a large territory, which by occupancy (as in Tennessee), was older than our Government.
In the Georgia law white men were forbidden to go into the Indian territory without a permit, or have any dealings with the Indians.
Worcester was a preacher, went into the Indian Nation and sold religious tracts. For this he was indicted and put in the penitentiary.ps knew that in that Virginia case Marshall had made up his mind that such a dis- habits of life. It was believed then that many generations would come and go before the wilds of that far-off countrybarity to the brotherhood of man.
